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Linguistic Landscape Survey of Kanban in the
Labor Park Night Market in Kaohsiung City

Meng-Yu Tsai
Graduate Institute of Teaching Chinese as a Second/Foreign Language, National Kaohsiung Normal University
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The purpose of this study is to investigate the linguistic landscape of kanban, in a Kaohsiung City Night
Market, specifically in the Kaohsiung Labor Park Night Market. Kanban is a sign that includes characters
from one or more languages to advertise what they are selling. In this market, 239 out of 313 vendors use
kanban, or 76.36%. The findings of the study are organized in 4 parts: characteristics of night market stalls;
the ratio of night market stalls that use Kanban; combinations of night market kanban usage; and language
features by various types of vendors. Language features fall into the following categories: 1. Use Japanese
“ @ »/Represents Chinese ““ 1 ”. 2. kanbans of vendors that sell foreign foods and merchandise tend to
contain more foreign languages. 3. Many kanban usages include misspellings or incorrect use of foreign
languages. 4. Chinese phonetic symbols or homophones are used to indicate Taiwanese. 5. The font of the
price or product name is bigger than the store name. 6. The kanban incorporates many advertising words.
The analysis discusses the language features and usage of the kanban in night markets in order to identify
characteristics of the linguistic landscape of the kanban in night markets. The study hopes to expand
understanding of the Kaohsiung linguistic landscape by providing relevant information and analysis for

those who are interested in this city or night markets.

Keywords: Linguistic Landscape, Night Market Kanban, Field Study
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